
Noon Bible Study: 1 Timothy 2 (Part 2) 
Let’s remember that chapter 2 begins Paul’s handbook for pastoral and church direction. We are reminded how important it is to 
pray and to specifically pray for governmental authorities - regardless of their politics or ours. This was probably a radical 
idea then, and it possibly could be now.  To pray for those in authority rather than complain about them goes against what is 
“normal” and what evil human hearts typically do.  This highlights the unique flavor of the way of Jesus.  We don’t typically do 
things the way the world does it.  We don’t look at things the way the world does.  That’s true about politics and it’s true about 
Paul’s next focus relating to gender and the roles of men and women in the church. 
 
Before we proceed, let’s first acknowledge that the second half of 1 Timothy 2 may be some of the most controversial verses in 
the letter.  There are a variety of understandings and interpretations of these verses, as well as near universal agreement by 
commentators that they have no clue what the last verse means!  So we proceed with humility, love and a Berean spirit.  We’ll do 
our best to understand what these verses are saying as well as affirm what they are certainly not saying. 
 
One final opening point regarding biblical interpretation.  I think it would be unwise to tend to two extremes commonly seen in 
modern contexts.  The first is an extreme view typically from the conservative camp that doesn’t give place for cultural issues 
or things that specifically relate to a specific church or person.  For example, Jesus said to the rich young ruler he should sell 
all his possessions, so we should too.  Paul told Timothy to drink a little wine to deal with a stomach ailment so all Christians 
should drink wine but never pepto bismol.  We need to factor in that sometimes things are addressed that aren’t for everyone or 
that relate to the ancient world.  We just covered the fact that we should pray for kings (the Greek word for Emperor), but we 
understood that we ought to pray for Presidents and Governors too. 
 
The other extreme on the liberal side is that everything we don’t understand or agree with must be a cultural issue and can be 
ignored or adjusted for the modern era.  This is often used on topics of marriage, sexuality, and gender.  “Those scriptures were 
for the ancient world but now things are different.”  The problem with that extreme view is it can be selective on which verses 
should still apply or not and negates the inspired and eternal nature of the word of God. 
 
Both are problematic. To correctly interpret and understand some of the more complex parts of Scripture, we need to pray, dig, 
study, read, discuss, and more - and never let our own views, perspectives, experiences or comforts determine conclusions.  Easier 
said than done. 
 
1 Timothy 2:8 - Godly Men: What Should We See & Hear? 
 

men (v. 8) - the word used here is not for general humans, but for men specially. It is also the word used for husbands.  From 
verse 8 we learn that: 

 
Men are called to pray. 
Men are called to lift their hands (a sign of worship) 
Men are called to be morally righteous (note: “holy” hands are to be lifted). 
Men are called to keep themselves separate from anger and quarreling. 
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We have a picture of men using their words and bodies to pray and worship rather than have anger, fighting and sin.  The 
lifting of hands is specifically mentioned, but elsewhere we see various postures of prayer/worship (kneeling, heads/eyes 
lifted, etc).  We want to avoid outward expressions that are inspired from the heart (otherwise we are hypocrites, cp. Jesus 
teaching against the Pharisees) but also not neglect the physical/outward ways that we can honor and express our devotion 
to the LORD. 

 
When you look at a Christian man, what should you see?  Devotion to prayer, involvement in worship, and speaking words and 
modeling behavior in line with these things as opposed to anger, outbursts, complaining, quarreling, and contention. 

 
This calling is consistent with other places Paul speaks to men and fathers in general (Ephesians 6:4, Colossians 3:21) and 
to church leaders specifically (1 Timothy 3:2-13).  

 
Q - What are some things that hinder or limit this being true of men today? 

 
1 Timothy 2:9-10 - Godly Women: What Should We See? 
 

Q - What is the emphasis or focus of Paul’s teaching here?  What does he want to be prominent relating to a godly woman’s 
appearance? 

 
The mark of a godly woman is going to be their character and behavior, not their appearance.  What is notable about a godly 
woman is not how they have their hair or the clothes they wear, but the deeds they do.  In light of this, Paul instructs that 
intentional action would be taken by Chrisitan women to not draw attention to their physical appearance. 

 
It would be extreme to conclude women should never wear jewelry or makeup or that Paul is specifically forbidding the French 
braid.  Instead, the heart of the matter is addressing whether or not clothing, makeup, jewelry etc. are not in line with 
modesty and discretion. As a woman, does your clothing and accessories accentuate your godliness?  Are you dressing in a 
provocative way that brings attention to yourself (and thus away from God?).  Are you preoccupied with physical appearance 
and neglecting the inner matters of the heart? Are you spending your resources to have luxuries and neglecting caring for 
others? 

 
Specifically in Ephesus, where Artemis/Diana was the predominant deity, there were many temple prostitutes that would dress in 
elaborate and provocative ways to attract people to “worship” the goddess (whose rituals were often very erotic).  Paul is 
saying: don’t be like them.  Let people be drawn to worship the true God by your good works! 

 
Q - Who or what determines what is modest? 

 
1 Timothy 2:11-15 - Godly Women: What Should We Hear? 
 

I think it would be helpful to revisit a word that Paul has used earlier in this chapter. In 2:2 we were told to pray for the 
governmental leaders so we could lead a “quiet life”.  If you remember the idea wasn’t quiet as in no noise, but peace and 
tranquility.  The word used for quiet in verse 2 is the same word used here when Paul speaks of women in the church. 
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I believe that the issue here seems to be one of authority more than who is permitted to speak relating to biblical/gospel 
matters in the church.  Paul uses two “authority” related phrases: submissiveness (v. 11) and exercise authority (v. 12). God’s 
view of the natural family is consistent with his view of the spiritual family, aka the church. God’s design and plan was for 
husbands to lead, shepherd and protect the family.  In the same way God has called men to lead, shepherd and protect the 
church.  This is his primary will and authority structure from the beginning.  Mothers play a critically important role and 
are not subjugated to second class citizens in the natural family - that’s also true of the spiritual family.  Paul is not 
dealing with hypotheticals or dealing with every possible scenario, he is outlining the standard and usual within the church. 

 
Similar to the natural family, within the church family context, Paul writes that the primary leadership authority 
(specifically in the role of teaching/instruction) should be done by godly men. This doesn’t forbid women teaching or speaking 
but women are not called to be the primary authority over the family of God.  In healthy families dad and mom are called to 
lead and instruct and correct - but God has called the father to be the “head of the household”.  Of course, as in human 
families there are instances where men do not fulfill their role and amazing women/mothers step in, but this is not the 
primary setup.  In the church, teaching is one of the primary ways that authority is fleshed out. 

 
Paul references the human origin story from Genesis to support this view.  Adam was created first, then Eve and it was Eve 
who was first deceived by the serpent.  But even considering these biblical facts, the future descendants of Eve are not 
expelled or extinguished for both male and female continue to live on with each successive generation of humans.  Part of 
Eve’s sin was that she took authority over her husband - she got deceived by the serpent and then gave her husband the fruit 
to eat.  Part of Adam’s sin was not leading with godly authority. He wasn’t protecting his wife and didn’t think twice about 
eating the forbidden fruit.  These actions were against what God had originally intended. 

 
But the salvation story doesn’t end with women being cursed or condemned, in fact it is through a woman that that savior 
himself is born! Some commentators suggest this might be what 2:15 is speaking about: 

 
“It seems to me that this may be speaking of women saved through the birth of the child (NEB), referring to Christ…so 
then, even if certain roles are not open to women, and even if they are tempted to resent their position, they and we 
must never forget what we owe to a woman. If ary had not given birth to the Christ-child, there would have been no 
salvation for anybody. No greater honor has been given to a woman than in the calling of Mary to be the mother of the 
Saviour of the world” (Stott, page 73) 

 
And in light of this salvation, women specifically in this section are called to continue in the faith and love and holiness 
and self control (v. 15).  Something we all want to see realized in our lives. 

 
Christian View Of Women: 
 
Christianity was revolutionary in its care for and view of women in the first century.  Historically at the time of the writing of 
the New Testament, women were undeniably second class citizens. A woman’s testimony was not viewed as credible in legal 
proceedings.  A common Jewish view was that it was better for “the words of the Torah to be burned than they should be entrusted 
to a woman (John Stott, “The Message of Timothy”, pg 71).”  The early church and Jesus specifically valued and interacted with 
women in a counter-cultural way.  His followers today should model the same love, care and honor of women, especially the 
vulnerable.  That’s an important thing to remember in this conversation. 
 

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/


What this section is not saying 
 

1 - Women shouldn’t talk. 
2 - Women don’t have a church ministry role. 
3 - There aren’t cases of female leadership 
4 - Just because you’re a man means you are qualified to teach/lead 
5 - We should blame women for the fall of humanity 

 
What we can remember: 
 

1 - Men and women are different. (Husbands/wives, mothers/fathers are different). This is good. 
2 - Different roles for men and women doesn’t mean different importance of men and women. 
3 - There are times when a woman is called to lead the family.  God works in these instances. 
4 - There is goodness and blessing when we align with God’s order and plan and disorder when this isn’t followed. 
5 - There is more to read, discuss and understand. 

 
In conclusion, this section is ultimately calling God’s people to represent him well in the fallen world.  Pray, live holy, pursue 
godliness and obey Jesus.  We are not like everyone else, we are no longer following the patterns and ways of this world.  Even 
in times when the culture is pressing us and we seem strange, remember that this world is not our home and we are strangers and 
pilgrims on the earth.  Let’s make the most of the opportunity we have for God’s glory. 
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